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1.
99-0203 - Make PADDING CHARACTER obsolete (Nelson)

DISCUSSION:

When/If the Padding Character is made "obsolete," I would suggest that it also be made optional.  As pointed out in Don Nelson's paper, this facility is not often implemented today - and certainly not in any "portable" fashion.  I think that little or no harm would be done to existing implementations or programs if this was made optional.  If the committee agrees, I think the following should be done:

1) Expand the 2nd sentence of "3.1 A conforming implementation" to include a reference to the Padding Character phrase being optional.

2) Expand the 1st proposal item of Don's paper 99-0203 to include a statement indicating that support for this feature is optional.

I think that this is all that would be required to "implement" this change.

NOTE: If this were adopted, then it would mean that 2 of the 3 "obsolete" items would be optional (Communications Section and Padding Character).  The third item is "debugging lines" which I would PERSONALLY like to see as optional - but I suspect that this might be "controversial".  It might be worth asking WG4 their opinion on this - but without firm direction to do this, I think they should stay required.

